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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Schlesinger, Alice- Jllus. Grosset & Dunlap 
- THE BIG TREASURE BOOK OF MOTHER GOOSE $1.00 


Newness is no asset in Mother Goose, unless in either format or illustrator 
there is something special to talk about. In this case, the collection scarcely war- 
rants the term "big"- for only about 70 verses are included, and those too too obvious. 
In format, it is perishable, lightly stitched, inadequately reenforced; the laminated 
cover will stand up against dirt. Illustrations are pleasantly conventional, in the 
somewhat Teutonic school, colorful and plentiful, but uninspired. Layout and typogra- 
phy good. Compared with the Random House, Simon & Schuster, Warne (Kate Greenaway 
at $1.25), this adds nothing. And of the old standbys, an investment of $2.50 in 
the perennial Blanche Fisher Wright (Rand McNally) pays dividends. (Feb.) 


Henry Holt 
THE HIDDEN HOUSE $2.50 


* There's enchantment and fairy tale surprise to this description of a small 
house, complete with a garden right in the middle of a big city. A little boy and 
his dog go through the fence around the garden, open the door and walk in, smell sweet 
wild wood smoke, see a charming small living room, wonder who made the fire, and for 
whom are the potatoes baking in the kitchen. Then come the owners, two wild Indians 
who ask the boy to stay and have dinner with them. And the captivation of the old 
house is fulfilled by the cartoon effects in Aaron Fine's pictures. Board with cloth 


spine. (4/29 IC: 52-13062) 


Brown, Margaret Wise 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Webster, Elisabeth Aladdin 
THE MAGIC CANE Board $1.75; cloth $2.25 


To capture the fancy, a little story about an old New England sea captain 
whose magic cane disappears in a storm and then returns in a moment of need. When the 
storm disrupts everyting - scattering the captain's whole cane collection and forcing 
him to go and live with his grandson- the magic cane is happy that it can now return 
to its native China. But after flight, it returns, sees the old man bent more double 
than ever, and decides to stay. Rather inconsequential, but pleasant and accompanied 
by quite charming sea and shore drawings by Maurice Brevannes. (4/13) 


de Regniers, Beatrice Schenk Harper 
THE GIANT STORY $2.00 


Winsome drawings by Maurice Sendak, big and bold in every way,are half the 
appeal in a large book with a large theme. Tommy wakes one morning and is a giant. 
Through breakfast and as the day grows older, Tommy gets bigger and bigger- much big- 
ger than his friend Betsy- big enough to spend the day sitting on houses, eating trees, 
and landing planes on his shoulder. With night and sleepiness, he returns to his 
size and his warm bed. Nice. Cloth. (3/18 LC: 52-12996) 


Evers, Alf Rand McNally 
BOBBY'S HAPPY DAY $2.50 


* ..++66-++-1i8 a perfectly ordinary one. After breakfast he goes biking down 


the sidewalks of his neighborhood, sees his pals, follows fire engines to a not too 
serious blaze. After lunch he mows the lawn, sits out a thunderstorm with a book in 
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his cozy room, helps his mother with a delicious coconut cake which the whole family has 
for dessert that evening. And the whole day is just as delicious as dessert. The simple 
text is as sunny as Marjorie Cooper's life like drawings of a suburban setting, some in 
pencil and others in sparkling colors. (J.L.G.) (Publ. LC: 52-10981) 


Marshall, Catherine Whittlesey - McGraw-Hill 
GOD LOVES YOU $2.00 


Our Family's Favorite Stories and Prayers 


* The sub-title sets the key for a frankly personal approach to giving children 
a sense of sharing a practical working everyday religion. This is perhaps the explanation 
of the steadily growing audience for 4 Man Called Peter amdMr. Jones, Meet the Master, 
this gift for reaching the level of the listener. Dr. Marshall used these simple, human 
stories in his famous children's sermons; he used the prayers not only in the children's 
services but in family prayers. This book will meet a real need, not only for family 
home use, but for ministers seeking illustrative material to use in Sunday Schools and 
children's services... The illustrations by Nora Unwin are an integral part of the text, 
interpretative, decorative, occasionally symbolic. The line spots and the larger color 
drawings I like. They've caught the spirit of the text. I wish I could like the jacket 
design better; the symbolism here seems a trifle forced. But the book- on almost every 


count- is "a natural". Cloth bound. (3/16 LC: 53-5188): 


Wonder Books Wonder Books Inc. 
Publ. ea. 25¢ 


* Berg, Jean Horton- THE TRAVELING TWINS- When their father goes to Europe to 
sell machinery, Billy and Wendy Wonder go along too, and the whole family has a delight- 
ful time sightseeing in England, Holland, France, Italy, Switzerland. Pictures of famil- 
iar spots by Janet Smalley are in luscious colors. And cut-out tickets and travellers' 
checks in the back of the book are a come-on to the imagination. 


* de Brunhoff, Jean- BABAR THE KING- Reprint of Babar's adventures in his beauti- 
fully run world sees the building of his city Celesteville. With materials he had sent 
back via safari after his trip out in the big world, Babar and the elephants build a 
model city, celebrate its founding with a big parade. 


Steiner, Charlotte- A SURPRISE FOR MRS. BUNNY- Something for Easter in a tale 
about eight little bunnies, who all have names rhyming with 'olly', who plan a birthday 
present for their mother. The basket they make isn't complete without eggs so they paint 
eight of them different colors for a nice collection, rendered exceptionally appealing 


in the author's cute colored pictures. 


Zolotow, Charlotte- THE MAGIC WORD- The magic word that David's mother says he 
must say if he wants to lick the cake bowl, turns out to be PLEASE. Humor and suspense 
cook up too as David vigorously thinks of words like ABERCADABER and ALACAZIRCUS as mix- 
ing progresses. Clever curves and angles in Eleanor Dart's pictures. 


(Note on format: Firmer stitching, better reenforcement than they used to have.) 


EASY READING 


Hogner, Nils Aladdin 
board $2.00; cloth $2.50 


DYNAMITE THE WILD STALLION 


Sturdy simplicity of Nils Hogner's pictures and narration makes a satisfying 
horse story for beginning readers. Near their ranch small Shorty and his older brother 
Slim notice a black maverick colt while out riding. Two years later Dynamite the maver- 
ick is captured and his temperament seen to fit his name. But in a test period that 
calls on Shorty's patience and understanding besides all of his growing skill, he and 
Dynamite become friends. Pictures in brown and orange. (4/13) 
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Crampton, Gertrude Aladdin 
A GRAB BAG OF FUN $2.50 


Seasonal shindig to story-time activities by a reliable producer for the 
read aloud-picture book age. What to do during the year from Christmas' round to the 
next Thanksgiving is told in suggestions for presents- a pie-plate pencil holder for 
the kitchen; in stories- the Pinwissles go skating on Wagon Wheel Pond; in games- 
walks and waddles of the caterpillar, crab, frog will bring hilarious results as kids 
move accordingly. Animated cartoon drawings by Frank Jupo. Cloth. (4/13) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Holberg, Ruth Langland Doubleday 
TAM MORGAN, THE LIVELIEST GIRL IN SALEM $2.50 


Holberg's heroines need no introduction- as books like 7ibby’s Venture and 
Tomboy Row can witness. This one, as spirited as the others, takes a period setting, 
Salem in the 1790's for its background to the story of a motherless, harum scarum 
Master Shipbuilder's daughter whose tomboyish ways are finally, and willingly bent to 
the yolk of femininity. Young Tam Morgan whose father is at work on a brig for Jacob 
Cromwell, is incensed when polite Felicity, Cromwell's daughter, will obviously be 
the one to christen the ship and on top of that, seems to be stealing her best friend, 
Jeff Carter's affections. Another problem arrives with Mr. Morgan's second marriage 
to Abigail and Tam must make room for a step-mother. But after squabbles, Tam's 
innate good nature ripens relationships. There is concern when Tam thinks she her- 
self could have caused a serious accident to Felicity, but a resultant due -honor when 
Tam christens the brig Felicity and looks forward to long friendship. Peter Spier 
has drawn detailed pictures, well composed and nicely accented. (3/19 LC: 53-5046) 


Voight, Virginia Frances Holiday House 
ZEKE AND THE FISHER-CAT $2.50 


Fourteen years after the settlement of the colony, the Renfields of Plymouth 
move to the wilds of Connecticut. Their trek and settlement as seen through the eyes 
of young Zeke, make a steadfast story of America's infancy coupled with the adventure 
of an Indian war staved off by Zeke's friendship with the Mohegan boy, Nemox. After 
the Renfields reach Wethersfield, simmering trouble with Pequots momentarily boils 
when the tribe's anger is incurred by the rumored murder of another Indian, in reality 
killed by Dutch. In consequences that see the capture of Zeke and his young sister, 
Nemox proves loyal and persuades the Mohegan Sachem to help the whites. Nemox, by 
the way, is named after the fisher-cat, a now nearly extinct member of the weasel 
family. Well worked historical fiction in a novel with some familiar scenes for 
Connecticut residents. (4/15) 


* Everyday Adventure Stories(a good series in its field) Messner 


MacDonald, Zillah K.- A TUGBOAT TOOTS FOR TERRY- Terry whose Uncle Dan oper- 
ates a string of New York harbor tugs, has an outing on one of the boats. During the 
day, he learns the ins and outs of tide charting, docking big ships etc. For adven- 
ture he manages to warn a fog bound ferry in time to avoid collision, and with a 
friend from another tug, the Bobolink, catches an escaped monkey. Pictures by Jay 
Hyde Barnum show dock and harbor doings in good detail. 


Olds, Helen D.- PEANUT BUTTER MASCOT- A fine gap filler of a story about 
that overlooked industry- peanut butter. Dave, who wants a summer job, gets to know 
a little more of the North Carolina factory where his father and sister work, when he 
returns his sister's lost wallet and goes through a lot of the departments to find her. 
A further complication- the escape of Petunia, Dave's pig, while Dave was in the fac- 
tory, resolves itself when he finds her on the factory baseball diamond, her broken 
leg being set by a vet who asks him to be a summer helper at the animal hospital. 
Bright pictures by Ursula Koering. The plot of course is an excellent vehicle for 
conveying information. 
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Oxford 


Merwin, Decie 
ROBIN AND MR. JONES $2.50 
There's warmth and suspense in this horse story about eleven year old Robin 
Reed whose parents have gone to Mexico and left her to a dull year of living in the East 
with her maiden aunt Roberta. Dullness is dissipated soon. Near Aunt Roberta's farm live 
the Talbuts, a whole family of horsemen, and Robin's riding days begin when she meets her 
contemporary Cherub Talbut, out riding on Mr. Jones, their hand-me-down pony who has seen 
them all through their learning. With her own indoctrination,a subsequent horse show, and 
Aunt Roberta's thawing personality, Robin's life gets better daily, reaches a climax when 
her parents arrange to buy Mr. Jones for Robin's veny Own, Excellent field, stable and 
human characteristics come out in the author's pencil drawings. (4/16 Le: 53-5546) 


Meg, Elizabeth Putnam 
PLENTY OF PIRATES $2.50 


KA story of the Barbary Coast at the turn of the eighteenth century has all the 
makings of good historical fiction in fine measure. Against a setting that depicts Amer- 
ica's tribute problems with Algiers, there is young Tom Walton's search for his missing 
brother Richard believed lost in North Africa. By accident, Tom sails from Philadelphia 
with the George Washington, a tribute ship bound for Algiers. There the Bey who wants 
to appease the Sultan of Turkey for having made an unauthorized peace with the French, 
forces the George Washington to sail to Constantinople as his own payment to the Turks. 
When the Bey is even further reprimanded at Constantinople, the American ship returns to 
Alseria, where at last Tom discovers Richard is one of the Bey's slaves and frees him by 
gaining the Bey's favor. Sketches by Philip Kappel. (Publ. LC: 52-9844) 


Bishop, Curtis Steck 
LARRY OF LITTLE LEAGUE $2.00 


With odds against him, ten year old Larry makes one of the four Little League 
teams in his town, though not as a first string player. His year with baseball is one 
of learning the ropes of good outfielding, and of becoming a past master at team spirit. 
This pays off when he turns down a chance to be in a championship game, realizing that 
the regular centerfield will do a better job than he. Larry is an orphan who lives with 
his grandmother and has a problem finding out that prestige doesn't count in the long run 
towards team membership. Reliable Little League fare. 


Kinsey, Elizabeth Franklin Watts 
DONNY AND COMPANY $2.50 


For the youngest in this age group and the advanced beginners who will take to 
a longer book, here are lively suburban doings that go right to the seven and eight year 
old turn of mind. Donny Willis and his family and pals, have year round fun. Just before 
spring there's a last blizzard that means snow suits again. A trip to the city reveals 
the excitement of Dad's newspaper office. When the big boys wont let him play, Donny 
inspires his gang to form their own baseball team, and later on unlooked-for adventure 
comes when they explore a stream and discover some of the town's geography. There's not 
the humor of a Cleary Henry and Beezus story, but enough zestful realism for wide identi~ 
fication. Mary Stevens' drawings are good character studies. (4/1 LC: 53-6144) 


Johnson, James Ralph Wilcox & Follett 
MOUNTAIN BOBCAT $2.50 


In the vein of Rutherford Montgomery's Wapiti the Elk, this is a life portrait 
of Battle, a Southern Appalachian wildcat. Story telling carefully observant of nature 
and wildlife takes Battle through cub-hood, a brief capture by farmers and a narrow es- 
cape from their dogs, a fight with a raccoon, some weeks of tailing and being tailed by 
a panther, his first and second mates. But somehow, in spite of its accuracy and moren- 
tary suspense, Battle's life contains too much of the episodic for emotional appeal. 
Illustrated by Earl Sherwan. (4/2) 
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Aladdin 


WHO LIVES THERE? paper; ea. $1.00 
WHO WENT THERE? 


Colby, Carroll 


Check these two pint-sized- a picture a page- pocket guides to tracks and 
habitats of various birds and animals as extremely handy to carry on walks or for 
any other quick reference. Nests, dens, burrows and "homes" of North American mam- 
mals and birds are pictured (the author does neat small drawings) and thumbnail 
sketched in the first. And in the second, the tracks of some African beasts are 
defined as well. The tracks book is especially nice- large single imprints are sil- 
houetted as well as typical gaits and where important- takks, trots and gallops are 
differentiated. Nice pair. (4/13) 


Penney, Grace Jackson Houghton, Mifflin 
TALES OF THE CHEYENNES $2.25 


These tribal legends have been sensitively retold by an author who grew up 
knowing Indians and is now Director of Public Information at the University of Okla- 
homa. An introduction on the occasions and ceremonies for telling precedes a group 
of seven important legends- the Earth's creation, the coming of the buffalo and so 
forth. In the second section are seven humorous tales, mostly of the dwarf Wipio- 
how he dupes and is duped by other spirits and other Cheyennes. Artistic design in 
the drawings by Walter Richard West add to tribal flavor of a book with definite 
anthropological value. (Publ. LC: 52-13136) 


First Book Series Franklin Watts 
ea. $1.65 


Dickinson, Alice- THE FIRST BOOK OF PLANTS- With well synchronized refer- 
ences to different plant families along the way and an expression that creates a 
sense of nature's never ending cycles, this is a good first round up of earth's vege- 
table life. An introduction stressing the importance of plants lays ground for a 
well organized array of information. It includes in order, sections on the photo- 
synthetic process, the use of plants as food, growth from seeds, the bacteria, fungi, 
simple greens (algae as the main example), annuals, better soil and future conserva- 
tion projects. Throughout there are good suggestions for experiments. For a good 
book to read after this, see Wyler's life on Earth reported in the next section. 
Drawings by Paul Wenck show much fine detail. (6/1 LC: 53-6141) 


Lineaweaver, Marion- THE FIRST BOOK OF SAILING- It's an art- says the au- 
thor who presents it with that distinction. How the wind and the centerboard work 
together, the details of one's first sail on a sloop, tactics of sailing on the wind, 
tacking, sailing on a reach, helmsmanship, emergency equipment, safety rules and 
sailing courtesy, heavy weather and light airs- these are things prospective sailors 
will have a grip on when they've read this. Knots and lingo too, the whole spiced 
with Jack Coggins' sharp drawings. (5/4 LC: 53-6142) 


Mears, Helen- THE FIRST BOOK OF JAPAN- By way of stories that follow the 
daily lives of two young children Ichiro and Toshiko Matsumoto, in a Tokyo family- 
an engaging first acquaintance with the country. Their house, the tea ceremony, 
school, flower arrangement, games and even bathing are some of the glimpsed aspects 
of daily life, and in passages that use the Matsumotos as a point of departure, we 
learn about a whole lot of other things- religion, history and geography, festivals 
and the Kabuki theatre, government and post~-occupation westernization. Harsh issues 
like the war and occupation have not been overlooked, but are treated with a dignity 
that respects eastern culture. Kathleen Elgin's dry brush illustrations look like 
Japanese prints and are quite beautiful. (6/1 Le: 53-6140) 
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Bendick, Jeanne- THE FIRST BOOK OF SPACE TRAVEL- A personal approach character- 
izes this organized and comprehensive primer worthy of its bid for a place in the market. 
Facts about space's size, shape and place lead up to the medium for its penetration; the 
rocket. Its workings clarified by the use of Newton's laws of motion- you the reader, 
are now ready for space, a space suit, a space station and how you will pass through first 
steps towards the moon. The author has done her own lively drawings and bases informa- 


tion on the most reliable guess work done today. (4/1 LC: 53-6143) 


Schneider, Herman and Nina Whittlesey -McGraw-Hill 
SCIENCE FUN WITH MILK CARTONS $2.50 


Count on good promotion for a book that's not only scientific but will have 
more and more families buying more and more milk in cartons so their kids can make more 
and more models. The models- all of them very fully described- have to do with trans- 
portation. Three main sections are on different kinds of bridges, land and water vehi- 
cles, and some power conveyors like windmills and water wheels. Within the chapters, 
the suspension bridge and the draw, the oxcart, the truck and the canal boat, are de- 
scribed as they are in real life (as well as in their milk carton versions), and the 
models themselves, easily made, require a minimum of extra materials like spools, string, 
paper clips, a knife etc. Young builders will be busier, and healthier (from all the 
milk they'll have to drink first), and bursting as well, with information about getting 
places. Jeanne Bendick has drawn the right kind of diagrams for a tri-angled,right-angled 
book. (3/25 10:52-13466) 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 

St. Martin's Press 


THE GOLDEN MONKEY $2.50 


A bounding main of a mystery set in the days of the Australian gold rush and @w 
of Britain's attempt to regain her title as queen of the seas. Thirteen year old Johnny 
Spinner sails as cabin boy aboard the clipper Merry Maiden in 1854. His goal is to find 
his father who disappeared shortly after leaving a clerk's job in Melbourne to go to the 
digging grounds. With the Golden Monkey, a large nugget mentioned in a letter from his | 
father as his only clue, Johnny,'s search leads him straight into excitement that culmin- : 
ates in @ race back to England between Merry Maiden and an American clipper. At the end 
he finds his father as a seaman aboard the other ship, an amnesia victim fortunately re- 
turned to normal through a head accident. In the reunion there are good prospects of 
further mining and a solid sea career for Johnny. Plenty of period atmosphere and his- 


torical detail strengthen a good story. (5/21) 


Knight, Captain Frank 


Wilcox & Follett | 


Young, John Richard 

ARABIAN COW HORSE $2.50 | 
* A mean bull to conquer, a rodeo contest to win, and a prejudice against Arabians 

to overcome, are elements that bring young Don Revere steps nearer maturity in one of the 

best horse stories in a long time. Near the Revere's Arizona ranch live the Stannards who 

give a hesitant Don one of their Arabians to school. During training, Don learns the 

Arabian Raffy's true quickness and intelligence- qualities that help later in a tense | | 

moment with life and honor at stake. For Axtel Domino, a vicious bull in the Revere herd, 

one day makes a coward of Don in the eyes of his presumably fearless father, Big Mike. 

When Big Mike goes back for revenge, Don follows on Raffy and in a struggle that reveals 

Big Mike's own fear, father and son dominate the bull together and reach new understanding. 

Too, Raffy and Don have earned each other. The Stannards give him the horse and there's 

the prospect of a championship rodeo in Texas for the new team. Excellent storytelling 

with vigorous, well designed drawings by Lorence Bjorklund. (4/7) © 


Winston Adventure Book Winston 
$1.50 


Groom, Arthur- CONTINENT FOR SALE- How an American boy and a French boy escape 
to Paris with a letter found on a dead British spy revealing Napoleon's intention to sell 
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the Louisiana Territory, is the story thread in a rather childishly woven novel. Dick 
Marshall, bumptious son of a second secretary in the American Embassy at Paris, and 
Pierre St. Just, a French diplomat's son, are near Pierre's chateau down south when 
they discover the spy. Their hectic journey back to Paris with the note is menaced 
by recurrent attacks from other agents of the country whose battle maneuvers in im- 
minent war will be governed by French- U. S. transactions. Dramatically, the two 
boys deliver the letter to American authorities and the book ends with the famous 
bathroom scene where Napoleon suggests the Louisiana Purchase to Monroe thereby 
averting the defense of extra territory, assuaging the plight of blockade angered 
territory farmers and solidifying the friendship of France for America- personified 
in that of the two boys. A presumption that the French are weaker and narrower than 
Americans shows irritatingly through the narrative, but suspense and adequate state- 
ment of issues recommend it. Illustrated with manly vigour by Joseph Bolden. 


(4/20 Le: 53-5330) | 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Wibberly, Leonard Ariel-Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE CORONATION BOOK $2.75 


With eyes turned - this year to the big event in England, here is an ab- 
sorbing portrait of its many aspects- legendary, historical, ceremonial- by a man who 
has Britain in his blood. With a light, yet befittingly serious informality, Mr. 
Wibberly tells of the symbolic meaning of the coronation and the Stone of Scone, the 
histories of the royal jewels and regalia, the functions of the various officers in 
attendance- stewards, heralds, marshalls- and finally the actual ceremony itself. 

The Stone's legend, as it was recently stolen by three Scots from Westminster Abbey, 
is a highspot. Sales value in this as a complete, interesting survey. (4/1 LC:53-5408) 


Man and his World Series Schuman 


(5/2) ea. $2.50 


Previous reports (see 1951, p. 532) have gauged books in this series for 
the e1ght to eleven group, but the latest additions have been so adultly written 
that they will make excellent introductory material for young adults. So we are 
placing them in the twelve to fifteen group with that reservation. All of them are 
comprehensive treatments of their subjects— fine next steps for instance, from some 
of the volumes in Franklin Watts’ FIRST BOOK SERIES. 


Gamow, George- THE MOON- A well known physics professor and writer whose 
other books include The Birth and Death of the Sun, Biography of the Earth etc., 
draws a fine portrait of our satellite. Material included deals with the moon's char- 
acteristic movements, Newton, laws of gravity and tides, selenography and what we 
know of the moon through different kinds of telescopes, possibilities of space tra- 
vel by atomic rockets, and an imaginary trip based on one of Jules Verne's stories. 
Gamow's often sophisticated turn of phrase will capture an adult's interest too. 


Illustrated by Bunji Tagawa. 


Somerville, John- WAY OF SCIENCE- A solid history of the growth of the sci- 
entific method from the early Greeks to the present, that examines the needs science 
fulfills for man and is wisely selective in its illustrations. First the author 
quickly surveys the development of both natural and social science and the tie between 
science and art. Amplifying his introduction he goes briefly into the important stages 
from Thales to Newton and Darwin, explains how scientific knowledge differs from other 
knowledge by its method of theory and experimentation and its goal of prediction, and 
comments on the experimental limitations of sociology. By positing that we need to 
know to enjoy, he then connects art and science, extending the artist's knowledge of 
truth to a comparison of the scientific to the artistic creative imagination. Alto- 
gether a clear volume for a simple but challenging picture of science today. (Illus.) 








-188- Twelve to Fifteen- Non-fiction- continued March 15, 1953 


Wyler, Rose- LIFE ON THE EARTH- Beautiful organization and fact selection that 
emphasize adaptation are strong points in a volume that describes life in its smallest 
and biggest manifestations, from pre-history to today. An arresting perspective- that ry 
all life exists in a narrow 12 mile belt around the earth- introduces descriptions of 
conditions within it. A chapter on algae points up the never ending cycle of chemical 
interchange and prepares for a discussion of energy through food and molecular build up. 
Cells and cell colonies clarify the possibilities of new types of life from old, and 
then, going back to the question of how life began- all the material treated so far is 
used to show the development of the earliest sea creatures into amphibians, air breathers, 
land animals, and finally the change over that made tree-apes into homo sapiens. Illus- 
trated by Gerald Ames. 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Pease, Howard Doubleday 
CAPTAIN OF THE ARABY $2.75 


*Excellent south sea mystery that will keep you glued to each page and comes up 
with an out of the ordinary, artfully engineered theft detection. The: 4raby, a tramp 
streamer with a regular cargo bound for Tahiti, is mysteriously delayed in San Francisco. 
Its captain Tom Jarvis, is taken on a strange taxi ride that neither he nor his third 
mate Tod Moran can fathom, and the first mate, Solgard, is sure a phone call was with- 
held from him by one of the seamen. To complicate matters, a young friend of the ship's 
owner, Rick Nichols, brash but eager, wants to sign for the trip. The Pacific and Tahiti 
are colorful backgrounds for growing suspense and discovery. A Gauguin original hanging 
in a chapel at Taranoa south of Papeete, disappears. Solgard on a previous trip had had 
some pictures taken of it, commissioned a brother-in-law painter to make a copy of it in 
San Francisco, managed to delay the Araby while it was being finished, and almost com- 
pleted a clever Raffles job. Astute questioning by Jarvis gets him just as the Araby is 
to leave port with the original, and Rick, who does some detecting too, has a firmer grip © 


on life. (5/14 Le 53-5296) 


Chapman, Maristan Lippincott 
TENNESSEE HAZARD $3.95 


In a novel of the issues involved in the Spanish Conspiracy and the opening of 
the Mississippi and New Orleans to American traffic, Tenasee Tom Hazard must circumvent 
a letter with ea treasonable offer to Spain, before it gets to New Orleans. Tom's prob- 
lem with unfaithful Annette at work for the opposition, trail dangers and strong princi- 
ples make the story sober, but it's leavened with lightheartedness. (Full report on 
p. 129) (4/15 le: 52-13737) 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Hamilton, Ian R. Funk & Wagnalls 
NO STONE UNTURNED $3.75 


*This account, by its chief instigator and perpetrator, of the removal of the 
Stone of Destiny from Westminster Abbey has not only the bold aplomb of its performance 
but is an imaginative gesture of deepfelt patriotism. The hope of stimulating national 
awareness, all the careful tactics of the theft- all make up an exceedingly good show- 
for the adventure minded. (Full report on p. 135) (3/16) 


Najafi, Najmeh & Harper 
Hinckley, Helen PERSIA IS MY HEART $3.00 


*In a personal story that extends to a nation the author, a young woman in her @ 
twenties, and member of a great Persian family, is a spokesman comparable to India's 

Santha Rama Rau. She has known her country accurately and loved it with understanding. 

She looks back on it through educated eyes- as a woman who escaped a traditional life, 

opened a dress shop in Teheran, then came to America to study the methods for improving 

her own land. Candor and warmth. (Full report on‘p. 139) (4/15 LC: 53-5377) i 


























March 15, 1953 Non=fiction for Young Adults- continued -189- 
Padover, Saul K.- £d, Harper 
THE COMPLETE MADISON $4.00 


Introduced by Mr. Padover's excellent essay on Madison~- his ideas and their 
place in his world, this collection of Madison's writings (including the Federalist 
papers) are under sectional headings that cover the Constitution, foreign affairs, 
war and peace, political problems, public opinion, religion and so forth. Compare 
this with the Jefferson book for a fine library buy. (Full report on p. 169) 

(4/1 Le: 53-5445) et 


Mantle, Mickey-as told to Holt 
Epstein, Ben THE MICKEY MANTLE STORY $2.00 


With a warm foreword by Casey Stengel, this is a biography definitely for 
the baseball fans, for Mantle claims he was born to the game. Strong baseball back- 
ground, sicknesses to overcome, round out a straightforward career story of an un- 
affected great. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 170) (4/5 Le: 53-5501) 


Walsh, William E. P. J. Kenedy 
PROMISES TO KEEP $3.00 


The story of the Walshes and their twelve children follows the ups and downs 
of their personal history and the constant of their religious faith with warmth. De- 
pression joblessness, the loss of a baby, threatened eviction and the acquisition of 
a home, Bill's illness and the final achievement of a Ph. D. in athletics~- make a 
record that substitutes sentiment for the humor of the Gilbreth book. (Full report 


on p- 168) (3/17) 


Palmer, Winthrop Knopf 
Chujoy, Anatole- /ds.DANCE NEWS ANNUAL: 1953 $4.95 


The editors of Dance News magazine have compiled a book of original articles 
and photographs that boasts a splendid showing of writers and topics from all aspects 
of the art. Criticisms, theory, personality sketches, discussions of ballet versus 
modern dance are some of the attractions in a book to delight an established or stimu- 
late a new interest. (Full report on p. 172) (4/13 Le: 53-5109) 


Rich, Louise Dickinson Lippincott 
ONLY PARENT $3.00 


In a story of solo coping with two young children that is a litany of pa- 
rental posers both in physical emergencies and personality adjustments- Mrs. Rich 
tells of the unsheltered life whose appeal has a readymade audience in the readers 
of her earlier books. School, pets, vacations, the move from Maineto Massachusetts 
are some of the items in a record of conforming from country to urban life. (Full 
report on p. 140.) (4/15 LO: 53-5416) 





Riddell, Marjorie Longmans, Green 


M IS FOR MOTHER $3.00 


Mother and daughter, mostly at pens' points and wit's end, (British in 
tone) indulge in the utter confusion of cross-purpose correspondence. Living alone 
or with roommates in London, the author is heckled and chivvied as her mother mis- 
interprets, and turns her daughter's communications topsy-turvy. The frolics are 
illustrated by Peggy Bacon, sent-off by Ogden Nash. (Full report on p. 175) 

(4/22 Le: 53-6057) 
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Verrill, A. Hyatt & Ruth Putnam 
3 AMERICA'S ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS $5.00 
A search to correlate Aztec and Incan legends, gods and artifacts to ancient @ 


Sumeria and Middle East-- to prove that there was definite contact in the pre-Christian 
era between the old world and the new. And in the course, the Verrills provide readers 
with an excellent picture of the Ancient Americas. (Full report on p. 136) (3/20 1C:13659) 


Webster's NEW WORLD DICTIONARY: College Edition World 
Plain- $5.00; Thumb indexed- $6.00 


* The one volume edition of the 1951 two volume Webster's New World Dictionary, 
claiming the largest word stock of any college dictionary- over 140,000 words. Every 
definition is freshly written, every word fully defined and many of the entries include 
both synonyms and antonyms as well as etymological data, pronunciation, phrases showing 
usage. Foreign phrases, proper names, etc. listed alphabetically. (Full report on p.169) 


(3/23) PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Despert, J. Louise, M.D. Doubleday 
CHILDREN OF DIVORCE $3.00 


By a child psychologist of considerable experience, a first book in this field 
that should be of infinite help to parents who are contemplating or have completed a di- 
voree action. Believing that it is not the divorce but what is made of it which is 
destructive, the author faces the situations a divorce entails with great understanding- 
leading in her treatise to the larger question of divorce as a social symptom of insta- 
bility handed to the next generation. (Full report on p. 174) (4/16 LC: 53-5288) 


Adams, Bess Porter Henry Holt 
ABOUT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN $6.00 @ 


One of the authorities on children's literature has done a valuable and compre- 
hensive study of the historical background, and the development of writing for children. 
It is by no means wholly concentrated on the subject indicated in the title, for - in the 
first quarter of the text- she surveys the developments of literature in general, those 
aspects of it which laid the groundwork for children's literature, and touches the high- 
spots in the history of educational systems and viewpoints. Frankly- seeking the sub- 
stance of her central theme, I found this part of the book a bit on the didactic side, 
suggesting possibly that this was a scholarly thesis for a doctorate. Then she got into 
her stride, and the chapters from five through ten- the major part of the whole- gave me 
what I wanted. It is a thoughtful analysis of the developing interests and capacities, 
and their reflection in the readiness of the child at different age levels for different 
books. Nobody who has been deeply absorbed for years in children's books can find another 
with whom agreement is 100% and I found myself differing sharply at times with her en- 
thusiasms in some instances- her lack of enthusiasm (and omissions) in others - and 
agein her age levels in assigning certain books. But such differences are stimulating 
and keep one reading. The bibliographies for each chapter will provide important refer- 
ence lists for years to come. While the coverage is too extensive for small public and 
rural libraries, it gives something to work towards - a useful tool in any case for li- 
brary and community and school reference. PTA groups and parents determined to give their 
children basically sound reading backgrounds will find it invaluable. (April) 


Mitchell, Lucy Sprague Simon & Schuster 
TWO LIVES $5.00 


An autobiography that is a biography as well, because for Lucy Sprague Mitchell, 
writer, pioneer in education and a founder of the Bank Street Schools, work was an integral 
part of her happy marriage with the economist Wesley Clair Mitchell. The following of both 
their careers is a record of cross country achievement and growth of ideas- an incredible 
load of activities, whose telling ill find a wide following. (Full report on p.145) 


(4/17) 
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